
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 16, 2019 

 

The Board of Education Policy Committee met at 1:00 p.m. on the above date at the school 

system headquarters, 2644 Riva Road in Annapolis.  Board members present were Josie Urrea, 

Chair; Julie Hummer, Michelle Corkadel, and Dana Schallheim.  Staff members present were 

Jeanette Ortiz, Legislative and Policy Counsel; Alex Szachnowicz, Chief Operating Officer; 

Matt Stanski, Director of Budget and Finance; Bob Mosier, Chief Communications Officer; 

Maneka Monk; Communications Specialist; Sally Egan, Assistant Superintendent for Student 

Support Services; Ryan Voegtlin, Director of Student Services; Lauretta Jones, PPW 

Coordinator; Walter Federowicz, Director of Internal Audit; Nikki Burns, Legislative and Policy 

Specialist; and Molly Connolly, Executive Assistant to the Board.  Also present was Tanisha 

Howard, Citizens Advisory Committee, and India Ochs, parent. 

 

Ms. Urrea opened the meeting with a review of the minutes of December 12, 2018.  The minutes 

were approved by consensus. 

 

The first policy up for consideration was Financial Fraud, Waste and Abuse – Code DK. 

Ms. Ortiz noted that both the Policy and the Regulation contain “clean up” language for 

consistency and uniformity.   Mr. Szachnowicz and Mr. Federowicz made specific language 

suggestions which Ms. Ortiz will incorporate into the Regulation.  Ms. Corkadel suggested 

changing the section under “Procedures” which addresses the reporting of financial fraud, waste 

or abuse if it is suspected.  These revisions would relate to the chain of command in reporting 

procedures.  It was also suggested that Board Counsel, Darren Burns, be consulted in the crafting 

of revised language. 

 

It was determined that Policy DK will go to the Board for first reading on February 6, 2019. 

 

The next item for consideration was Assignment and/or Transfer of Students in a School – 

Regulation Code JAB-RA.  Lengthy discussion ensued on the Regulation, with input from Ms. 

Egan, Mr. Voegtlin and Ms. Jones.  Ms. Ortiz noted that under Definitions, Adjustment Transfer 

is redefined for clarification.  In response to comments by Mr. Federowicz about the definition of 

Administrative Transfer, Ms. Ortiz will remove the phrase “for special circumstances,” so as not 

to be confused with the Special Circumstances section on Page 12 of the Regulation.  In addition, 

under C. Definitions 4. Care Provider b. Hardships, Mr. Mosier recommended creating an 

additional separate paragraph to define hardships in general.  Ms. Corkadel noted that in the 

Group Home definition it is her understanding that a group home does not need to be licensed.  

Ms. Ortiz will Reconfirm that it is aligned with the law and COMAR. 

 

Ms. Jones answered questions on out of area transfer requests, including special circumstances. 

Mr. Federowicz suggested adding addition language to Section 11 Adjustment Transfers, 

regarding adjustment transfers not being permitted during the appeal process.  Lastly, Ms. Ortiz 

noted on page 13, the appeal process was moved to the bottom of page 11 under Out-of-Area 

Transfers where it belonged. 

 



It was determined that Regulation JAB-RA will be updated and finalized with suggested edits. 

 

Ms. Ortiz presented to the Committee Policy JCCA – Bullying/Cyberbullying/Harassment and 

Intimidation/Hazing/Bias Behavior for possible revision in the future. She noted that her goal is 

to align the policy with the state model policy.  Committee members engaged in a general 

discussion about the nature of the policy and the need to adjudicate certain aspects of the policy 

for clarity and consistency.  Ms. Ortiz explained how polices are drafted and cross-reference.  

There is a “home or primary policy” and a “home or primary regulation” for a particular issue 

and other related policies cross-reference the primary policy and regulation. 

 

Adjourn:  2:55 p.m. 

 

 
 


